
St Vincent’s Parish Council 
"The parish council works with the priest to serve the people"

Meeting minutes 24 September 2025
Present: Russell Brynes (Chair), Nicole Jones, Cath Livingston, Fr. Lee Marshall, Maria 
Mawson (Minutes), Lizanne Rana, Dominic Rice, Dominic Simon, Jacquie Stacey 

Opening prayer and reflection, followed by introductions
 
1. Actions & matters arising from 16 July
Actions completed, any matters arising are on the agenda

2. The Mass
Mass times consultation
As Fr. Lee ministers to the Mission Hub as well as being Parish Priest at St. Vincent’s, he 
is currently saying three Sunday masses. The evening Mass at St Vincent’s has been 
moved temporarily to 6.30pm to enable Fr. Lee to say 5pm Mass at the Hub, but this isn’t 
ideal in the longer term.
Fr. Lee would like to know more about the needs of those attending the St Vincent’s 
Sunday evening Mass, and to explore some possible alternatives. One alternative could 
be to replace the evening Mass with an early morning Mass at 8.30am and move the 
9.30am Mass to 10am. Another possibility could be a Saturday evening Mass. It was 
agreed to consult on these options as soon as possible.  Action: MM to draft a 
consultation for Fr. Lee to consider.

Live streaming & recording of Mass
A number of measures had been put in place to address safeguarding issues but there are 
still some concerns about children and vulnerable people people being visible and 
recorded on camera that could prevent some from attending Mass in person. 
There was also a discussion about the need for constant streaming during the week, as 
this could be uncomfortable for people wishing to pray in church and venerate the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
Action: Following the discussion it was agreed that the following changes would be put in 
place and will be reviewed at the next Parish Council meeting in November:

• 24/7 live streaming will be suspended to provide privacy for those praying in church 
outside of Mass.

• Weekday Masses will not be streamed or recorded.
• Sunday evening Mass will not be live streamed or recorded to provide an option for 

those wishing to attend a Mass without any cameras.
• Sunday morning Mass will be live streamed and recorded, with the recording made 

available for 7 days
• The current camera setting is the minimum that can show the altar and lectern in 

one view. Some seats at the front are also visible. The camera will be changed 
during Holy Communion to focus on the statue so that communicants are not 
visible. This must be done manually while Mass is taking place.

Children’s Liturgy
Orla Wilson has let us know that she will be stepping down as organiser of the children's 
liturgy. The Council extended thanks to Orla for all her work. A replacement will be needed, 
and the Parish will have to follow the diocesan recruitment guidance that is in place. 



3. The Church
Fr. Lee mentioned that the soundproofing for the existing confessional is very poor. In the 
short term, Fr. will remind people to speak very quietly, and those waiting will be asked to 
queue on the other side of the church. In the longer term, Fr. will talk to the maintenance 
group about options for an alternative confessional with better soundproofing.

4. Building the Community
Inclusion & people with disabilities.
RB informed the Council that the next meeting of the group is taking place on 25 
September. Small improvement works are ongoing, e.g. using blue paint to make things 
clearer for those with visual impairment, and attending to the speed of the automatic 
doors. Disability Awareness Sunday will be marked with a special Mass on 28 September. 
The group is also hoping to organise a dementia friends training event.
The ongoing survey on inclusion has received a number of replies regarding inclusion for 
families, including a suggestion to provide suitable resources for younger children, and the 
group will investigate further. 

5. Matters arising from the Parish Meeting 22 June
Adult formation. 
There was a request for more adult formation opportunities at the Parish Meeting. Fr Lee 
suggested the programme “A Journey Though the Bible”  which has been used 
successfully in other parishes. 
Action: JS and CL expressed an interest in leading this, and will meet Fr. Lee to discuss 
further. 
Fr. Lee also mentioned the Mothers Prayers initiative 
https://www.mothersprayers.org/index.php/en/ 
NJ and CL mentioned that a small number of mothers in the parish have held similar 
meetings on an informal basis, and that it could be expanded. Action: NJ/CL agreed to 
prepare something for the bulletin to invite others who may be interested.

Wider use of the parish hall
Fr. Lee would be happy for the hall to be used by a wider range of groups. Ideally, it would 
be preferable for trusted groups to be able to access the building independently so that Fr. 
doesn’t need to be available to open up and lock up. Fr,Lee will speak to the maintenance 
group about ways to achieve this, The Parish Council will discuss further at future 
meetings.

6. Children and young people – nothing for discussion.

7. Live Simply and other parish group updates
Updates from Live Simply and St Justin’s are included at the end of these minutes.

8. Safeguarding
Nicole Jones is the Parish Safeguarding representative, and is now a member of the 
Parish Council. 

Next meeting:  12 November 7pm.

https://www.mothersprayers.org/index.php/en/


Update from St Justin Society

The St Justin Society was established in the parish nearly 50 years ago, and raises funds 
through various activities to support projects in developing areas of the world. The Society 
works with a number of organisations, including the Daughters of Charity, Medical 
Missionaries of Mary, and the Sisters of Mercy. with personal connections having been 
made over the years.

The talk by Sr Ann Buckeridge on 3 September was well attended (around 40-50 people) 
by parishioners from St Vincent’s and beyond, and we hope to invite Sr Ann again next 
spring. £222 was donated on the evening. There were some problems with the projector 
not being compatible with Sr Ann’s laptop, and this could be an issue for events in the 
future. Guidance on setting the projector up would be helpful if anyone in the parish is able 
to produce some.

At the September meeting of the Society, it was agreed that £500 would be sent to the 
Daughters of Charity, with the suggestion that it could be used in Alitena in Ethiopia, where 
Sr Ann had worked during the famine in the 1980’s.

The Society will benefit from the proceeds of a music evening to be held in the hall on 17th 
October.

Update from the Live Simply Group

It is 3 years since some St. Vincent’s parishioners formed a group interested in working for 
Cafod’s Live Simply Award. The 3 aims of the scheme are:

• To live simply - consuming and using less;
• To be mindful of creation as God’s gift to all of humanity, including the generations 

coming after us
•  To act in solidarity with people living in poverty. 

The parish received the award formally last September at a special Mass concelebrated by 
Bishop Ralph and Father Walsh. The ‘Live Simply group’ continues to maintain focus on 
the 3 aims and the monthly Live Simply pledges reflect this. There is generally a wide 
range of support, spiritual and practical, shown within the parish. 

On 1st September Fr. Walsh offered the new Mass for the Care of Creation at St. Michael’s, 
Rivelin. This was followed by a ‘Little Pilgrimage’ along the Rivelin Valley to Malin Bridge, 
and on to Sacred Heart Church where Father Michael received the walkers in the 
Memorial Garden. Several parishes were represented and there were stops for prayer. 

The ‘sharing table’ offering produce from parishioners’ gardens and allotments, is taking 
place during the Season of Creation again this year. Any surplus is taken to the Foodworks 
café at the Zest Centre, Netherthorpe, where it is gladly made use of.

The core group will be meeting on October 19th after Sunday morning Mass to review 
activity this year, and consider further steps. 

Two ‘schemes’ for future consideration:
Arranging some areas for food and flower growing in the garden patch outside the kitchen.
Looking into the question of solar panels on the church roof.


