GOSPEL

Matthew 22, 35-40

A reading from the holy gospel according to
Matthew

One of the Pharisees, a lawyer, in an attempt to trip
Jesus up, asked him, “Teacher, which commandment
of the law is the greatest?” Jesus said to him: “ “You
shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart,
your whole soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the
greatest and first commandment. The second is like it:
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these
two commandments the whole law is based, and the
prophets as well.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Matthew 28:18-20

A reading from the holy gospel according to
Matthew

Jesus came forward and addressed the eleven
disciples in these words: “Full authority has been
given to me both in heaven and on earth; go,
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations. Baptize
them in the name ‘of the Father and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.” Teach them to carry out everything |
have commanded you. And know that | am with you
always, until the end of the world!”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Mark 1:9-11

A reading from the holy gospel according to
Mark

Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was
baptized in the Jordan by John. Immediately on
coming up out of the water he saw the sky rent in two
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. Then a
voice came from the heavens: “You are my beloved
Son. On you my favor rests.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Mark 10:13-16

A reading from the holy gospel according to

Mark

People were bringing their little children to Jesus to
have him touch them, but the disciples were scolding
them for this. Jesus became indignant when he noticed
it and said to them: “Let the children come to me and
do not hinder them. It is to just such as these that the



kingdom of God belongs. | assure you that whoever
does not accept the kingdom of God like a little child
shall not enter into it.” Then he embraced them and

blessed them, placing his hands on them.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Mark 12: 23-34

A reading from the holy gospel according to
Mark

One of the scribes decided to ask Jesus, “Which is
the first of all the commandments?” Jesus replied:
“This is the first: ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is
Lord alone! Therefore you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind, and with all your strength.’

This is the second, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” There is no other commandment greater
than these.” The scribe said to him: “Excellent,
Teacher! You are right in saying, ‘He is the One, there
is no other than he.’ Yes, ‘to love him with all our
heart, with all our thoughts and with all our strength,
and to love our neighbor as ourselves’ is worth more
than any burnt offering or sacrifice.” Jesus approved
the insight of this answer and told him, “You are not
far from the reign of God.” And no one had the
courage to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord.

John 3: 1-6

A reading from the holy gospel according to
John

A certain Pharisee named Nicodemus, a member of
the Jewish Sanhedrin, came to Jesus at night. “Rabbi,”
he said, “we know you are a teacher come from God,
for no man can perform signs and wonders such as
you perform unless God is with him.” Jesus gave him
this answer: “| solemnly assure you, no one can see
the rule of God unless he is begotten from above.”
“‘How can a man be born again once he is old?”
retorted Nicodemus. “Can he return to his mother’s
womb and be born over again?”

Jesus replied: ‘] solemnly assure you, no one can
enter into God’s kingdom without being begotten of
water and Spirit. Flesh begets flesh, Spirit begets
spirit.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

John 4, 5-14
A reading from the holy gospel according to
John



The journey of Jesus brought him to a Samaritan

town named Shechem near the plot of land which
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. This was the site of
Jacob’s well. Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down at
the well.

The hour was about noon. When a Samaritan

woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Give
me a drink.” (His disciples had gone off to the town to
buy provisions.) The Samaritan woman said to him,
“You are a Jew. How can you ask me, a Samaritan and
a woman, for a drink?” (Recall that Jews have nothing
to do with Samaritans.) Jesus replied: “If only you
recognized God’s gift, and who it is that is asking you
for a drink, you would have asked him instead, and he
would have given you living water.”

“Sir,” she challenged him, “you don’t have a bucket
and this well is deep. Where do you expect to get this
flowing water? Surely you don’t pretend to be greater
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well and
drank from it with his sons and his flocks?” Jesus
replied: “Everyone who drinks this water will be

thirsty again. But whoever drinks the water | give him
will never be thirsty; no, the water | give shall become
a fountain within him, leaping up to provide eternal
life.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

John 6:44-47
A reading from the holy gospel according to
John

Jesus said to the crowd: “No one can come to me
unless the Father who sent me draws him; | will raise
him up on the last day. It is written in the prophets:
‘They shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has
heard the Father and learned from him comes to me.
Not that anyone has seen the Father— only the one
who is from God has seen the Father. Let me firmly
assure you, he who believes has eternal life.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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John 7:37-39

A reading from the holy gospel according to
John

Jesus stood up and cried out: “If anyone thirsts, let
him come to me; let him drink who believes in me.
Scripture has it: ‘From within him rivers of living
water shall flow.” (Here he was referring to the Spirit,
whom those that came to believe in him were to



receive.)
The Gospel of the Lord.

John 9:1-7

A reading from the holy gospel according to

John

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been
blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, was
it his sin or his parents’ that caused him to be born
blind?” “Neither,” answered Jesus: “It was no sin,
either of this man or of his parents. Rather, it was to
let God’s works show forth in him. We must do the
deeds of him who sent me while it is day. Jesus spat
on the ground, made mud with his saliva, and
smeared the man’s eyes with the mud. Then he told
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” (This name
means “One who has been sent.”) So the man went off
and washed, and came back able to see.

The Gospel of the Lord.

John 15, 1-11

A reading from the holy gospel according to

John

Jesus said to his disciples: “| am the true vine and

my Father is the vinegrower. He prunes away every
barren branch, but the fruitful ones he trims clean to
increase their yield. You are clean already, thanks to
the word | have spoken to you. Live on in me, as | do
in you. No more than a branch can bear fruit of itself
apart from the vine, can you bear fruit apart from me. |
am the vine, you are the branches. He who lives in me
and | in him, will produce abundantly, for apart from
me you can do nothing. A man who does not live in
me is like a withered, rejected branch, picked up to be
thrown in the fire and burnt. If you live in me, and my
words stay part of you, you may ask what you will—it
will be done for you. My Father has been glorified in
your bearing much fruit and becoming my disciples.
“As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you.
Live on in my love. You will live in my love if you

keep my commandments, even as | have kept my
Father's commandments, and live in his love. All this |
tell you that my joy may be yours and your joy may be



